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INTRODUCTION 


This mini fish file is aimed at helping solve 
those identification problems which 
regularly befall recreational anglers. 

While common fish usually have well 
known names, locals from area to area like 
to hang their own ‘handles’ on them. A 
‘skippy’ for instance is a striped tuna on the 
New South Wales south coast, a dart in 
south Queensland, a trevally in southern 
Western Australia and a tailor on the New 
South Wales central coast. 

All this can be somewhat confusing to 
any angler who 1s just learning the sport. 
Even more so if you catch a fish and show it 
to a local who says ‘Yeah mate, that’s a 
skippy.’ While you may know its local 
name you will be none the wiser as to what 
it really is and whether it is good to eat. 

This handbook lists the fish in 
alphabetical order. Technical terms have 
been kept to a minium and the features 
which make the fish distinctive have been 
emphasised. A book of this size only has 
room for the most common 90 or so 
angling species. It should be noted that 
over 2,200 fishes have been described by 
scientists in Australian waters. 


The eating quality of the fish is in part a 
matter of personal taste, but the editors 
have sampled almost all the species listed 
and an accurate description is offered. 

Recreational anglers need to learn to care 


for their catch in order to fully appreciate 
each fish’s eating qualities. This means 
carrying an esky and a bag of ice. Nothing 
improves the flavour of fish like a bed of ice 
to keep it in perfect condition until it is 
cleaned and placed in the refrigerator or 
freezer prior to cooking. 

This guide will be an essential reference 
for the beginner, weekend angler, holiday 
fisherman and all those enthusiasts who cast 
or dangle a line from a boat, beach, jetty or 
riverbank. 


A first - class catch, but just what species are they? 
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ALBACORE Tuunnus ALALUNGA 


Other Names Longfin tuna. 
The albacore is distinguished from other tuna by its long, strap-like pectoral fins and very 
large eyes. It has an elongated, compressed body, dark blue to black above the lateral line 


and a creamy white below. The fish grows to 35 kg but are common from 5 to 10 kg. 
Habitat They inhabit temperate waters and are prolific around Bermagui on the south 
coast of New South Wales, off the east coast of Tasmania and in the Fjord region of New 
Zealand’s South Island. A pelagic species, they live and hunt from the surface down past 
100 fathoms. 

How to Catch Albacore are usually taken by trolling small lures. They also accept live 
baits drifted in a berley trail. 

Eating Qualities Albacore is a good table fish but softens quickly. 


AMBERJACK Serioa pumerii 


The amberjack is a hard fighter and is related to the yellowtail kingfish. The body is black- 
blue with purplish brown tones on top. Along the side is a broad, yellow band and the 


belly fades to a creamy white. Inside the mouth is dark orange, hence the name of the fish. 
Habitat Amberjack are most prolific in tropical and sub-tropical waters but also straggle 
into temperate waters. They range from rocky headlands to deeper offshore reefs. 
Amberjack grow to more than 60 kg but most catches in Australia are between 5 and 20 kg. 
How to Catch Amberyjack occasionally fall to trolled minnows or rigged baits of garfish or 
mullet. More often they are caught on live or dead whole fish baits worked from mid water 
to near the bottom. 

Eating Qualities Amberjack are a good table fish. 


ARCHER FISH Toxores cuarareus 


Other Names Rifle fish 
The archer fish has the unique distinction of being able to shoot down its insect prey with a 
jet of water propelled from inside its mouth. A deep-bodied species, the archer fish is 


bright silver with bronze reflections along its side. It has six or seven large, black blotches 
on the upper side of the body. Archer fish grow to about 30 cm and attain a weight of 1 kg. 
They often swim in schools. 

Habitat The freshwater species inhabits streams and waterholes on the tablelands of 
tropical Australia. A saltwater species, Toxotes jaculator, 1s common in mangrove estuaries 
from central Queensland northwards. 

How to Catch Archer fish can be captured with baits, though they will also take small 
lures such as small surface poppers, small spoons, wet flies and minnows. 

Eating Qualities Archer fish are edible and quite tasty. 
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BARRACOUTA Tuyrsites atun 


Other Names Snoek, ‘couta, pickhandle. 

The barracouta is prized by southern anglers despite its ravenous disposition. It is a long, 
thin fish with a blue, almost black body which fades along the flanks, and a silver 
underside. Barracouta have long sharp teeth and should be handled with care. 

Habitat Widely distributed in southern waters, the barracouta ranges from southern New 
South Wales, through Victoria, Tasmania and South Australia to about Albany in Western 
Australia. It grows to about 4.5 kg but most catches average between | and 2 kg. 

How to Catch The most common method of capture is by trolling; ‘couta will strike at 
almost any lure offered, especially small Smith's jigs, and a wide variety of baits. 

Eating Qualities The fish 1s popular in Victoria and Tasmania. Its eating qualities are 
average, although improved by smoking. 


BARRACUDA ‘Spuyraena spp. 


Other Names Pike, sea pike, pickhandle, cuda, giant sea pike, dingo fish. 

The barracuda is a tropical species noted for its aggression if not its fight. It has a gun- 
metal grey body with about 18 cross bands on its back, and silver sides. The powerful jaws 
have a fearsome array of canine teeth. The fish grows to about 2 metres long and 50 kg. 
Habitat Barracuda range from the Tropic of Capricorn north. They are found in a variety 
of locations from mangrove creeks to the open ocean, predominantly in shallow, coral areas. 
How to Catch Larger fish are usually taken by trolling rigged fish baits or lures. They 
strike fast and leap well but do not offer a very strong battle. 

Eating Qualities Barracuda are not regarded as good eating; the flesh is coarse and 
flavourless. Barracuda have been associated with ciguatera poisoning. 


BARRAMUNDI Lares cALCARIFER 


Other Names Giant perch, Palmer perch, barra. 

The barramundi has received international recognition as one of the world’s top sport and 
game fish. Related to the perch, the barramundi is a voracious predator. It is deep-bodied 
with a large mouth and a powerful tail. It is dark brownish-grey on the upper body and 
silver below. Barramundi grow to more than 45 kg but the average catch is about 2 to 5 kg. 
Habitat The barramundi is found in the estuaries, tidal reaches and lower freshwater 
reaches of the tropical coastline, north from the Mary River in Queensland to about 
Exmouth in Western Australia, and in billabongs of tropical floodplain areas. 

How to Catch Barramundi respond well to a wide range of baits and lures. 

Eating Qualities Barramundi are a quality table fish. They are firm fleshed, keep well 
and suit the full range of cooking styles. 
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BASS, AUSTRALIAN Macouaria NovVEMACULEATUS 


Other Names Australian perch, estuary perch, bass, perch, freshwater perch. 

Uniquely Australian, bass are much sought after. The fish is subject to a wide colour 
variation but is usually olive green to bronze in colour. It has a compressed, elongated body 
and protruding lower jaw. Bass grow to 3 kg but most catches weigh about | kg. 

Habitat Bass inhabit most of the streams and rivers of the coastal strip running south 
from Tin Can Bay in Queensland to the Gippsland region of Victoria. 

How to Catch Bass can be taken by all sporting methods. They attack well-presented 
lures and flies, then dive deep or head for cover. They will also accept natural baits of 
insects, shrimps, yabbies and small fish. 

Eating Qualities Bass are a quality table fish similar to bream in flavour and texture. 


BONITO, AUSTRALIAN Sarva ausrratis 


Other Names Horse mackerel, horsies, bonnies. 

Bonito are a common inshore sportfish. They are distinguished from other members of the 
tuna family by the stripes that run along the length of their back. They are smaller than 
other tunas and the lower jaw is much heavier and armed with sharp teeth. The body 1s 
bright blue-green above and silvery below. The fish grows to 10 kg although the average 
size is around 2 kg. 

Habitat Bonito are found in temperate to cool waters, especially from south Queensland 
to southern New South Wales and along the southwestern coast of Western Australia. 
How to Catch Bonito will strike at a wide range of lures and baits. They are commonly 
taken by trolling close to headlands, or by casting or bait fishing from the rocks. 

Eating Qualities Bonito are strongly flavoured and do not keep well without tce. 


BREAM, BLACK Acanruopacrus ausTRALIs 


Other Names Blue-nose bream, sea bream, silver bream, surf bream, yellow-finned bream. 
One of the most common catches for recreational anglers. The colour of the fish varies 
according to its habitat. Those taken from ocean beaches are usually silvery white, with a 
faint tinge of bronze on the back. Catches from rocky, estuarine locations tend to have more 
pronounced bronze colouring. They grow to about 4 kg but most catches are between 

500 g and 1 kg. 

Habitat Distributed from Townsville to Gippsland, black bream can be taken in a wide 
variety of locations, from rocky ocean foreshores to the quiet, upper reaches of an estuary 
penetrating the freshwater reaches. 

How to Catch Bream will accept a very wide range of baits, with shellfish, yabbies and 
fish flesh all effective. 

Eating Qualities The black bream’s white, tender flesh is delicious. 
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BREAM, PIKEY Acanruopacrus BERDA 


Other Names Black bream. 

Taking its name from the very stout and long second spine of its anal fin, the pikey bream 
is a popular angling species. Usually greyish or olive brown with bronze reflections, the fish 
grows to about 66 cm and a weight of 7 kg but is more common around the 1 kg mark. 
Habitat Pikey bream are common in the tidal creeks of the estuaries of north 
Queensland, along mangrove flats and in the vicinity of rocks, jetties and piers in bays. 
How to Catch Usual bream tackle, baits and methods of capture are used to catch pikey 
bream. They are not fussy eaters and will accept most baits; they also strike actively at 
small lures. 

Eating Qualities The pikey bream is just as tasty as the silver or black bream. 


BREAM, SOUTHERN Acanruopacrus BUTCHERI 


Other Names Black bream, blue-nosed bream, silver bream, southern yellow-finned 
bream. 

Probably the most common marine fish taken by anglers in the south, the southern bream 
is strictly an estuarine fish and is not caught in the surf, bays or the sea. The body is deep 
and robust and generally silvery olive green with yellowish reflections. It grows to 55 cm. 
Habitat The southern bream is an estuary fish which ranges from Durras Lake in New 
South Wales down the coast of Victoria and across to Shark Bay in Western Australia. It is 
also common in Tasmania. 

How to Catch Although southern bream have been taken on most baits used for black 
bream, they seem to favour shrimp, sand worms, yabbies, small fish and crabs. 

Eating Qualities Like the black bream, the southern bream is excellent eating. 


CARP, EUROPEAN Cyperus carpio 


Native to the Northern Hemisphere, the European carp was introduced into Australia in 
the 1800's. The carp is a slow-moving fish with a greenish and sometimes orange tinge to 
the body and large scales. Average catches are between 2 and 11 kg. 

Habitat Carp are well established in coastal and inland streams in Victoria, New South 
Wales, Tasmania, South Australia and the southern parts of Queensland. They are prolific 
in warm, shallow backwaters, billabongs, lakes, dams and other still or slow-moving 
waterways and prefers locations near weed beds. 

How to Catch Carp accept baits of worms, maggots, shrimps, mussels, yabby tails, bread, 
cheese and wood grubs, but do not favour lures. 

Eating Qualities They are not regarded as a table fish as they have too many bones and 
coarse flesh which often tastes muddy. 
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CATFISH, EEL-TAILED Tanpanus spp. 


Other Names Cobbler, tandan, cattie, freshwater jewfish. 

One of Australia’s most common, native freshwater fish. The name comes from the barbels 
or ‘whiskers’ that durround the mouth. The eel-tailed catfish has tough, slimy skin and no 
scales. The body is black above and paler below and its eel-type fins extend the entire 
length of the top and underside of the body. It grows to 90 cm and a weight of 7 kg. 
Habitat The fish inhabits the Murray—Darling River system and some of the larger east 
coast rivers in New South Wales and Queensland. The eel-tailed catfish is a bottom- 
dweller, preferring quiet waters to those that are swift-moving. 

How to Catch This fish will take most freshwater baits. 

Eating Qualities Despite the fish's appearance, the moist, white flesh is good eating. 


COD, ESTUARY ROCK Epinepuetus tauvina 


Other Names Cod, greasy cod, spotted river cod. 

One of the largest Australian fish. Often confused with the groper, the young estuary rock 
cod has an olive green body with scattered brown spots and irregular vertical dark bands. 
Mature fish become uniformly brown. They grow to over 2 metres and in excess of 200 kg. 
Habitat The fish is a tropical species but is often found further south down the east and 
west coasts of the continent. It inhabits both quiet estuary waters and offshore reefs. 

How to Catch The estuary rock cod is often caught with a fish or crab bait drifted 
downstream ina current. It is particularly partial to crabs, but also strikes readily at lures. 
Eating Qualities Young fish are good eating but larger specimens are not palatable and 
should be released. 


CORAL TROUT Puecrropoma MACULATUM 


Other Names Leopard fish, trout. 

A top sporting and gourmet fish prized by recreational fishermen. A deep-bodied fish, the 
coral trout has a scarlet body speckled with tiny blue spots. After death, this colour fades to 
pinkish brown. The fish grows to more than 20 kg but the average catch is from 2 to 5 kg. 
Habitat Coral trout range throughout northern Australia from the warm waters of 
shallow reefs to the outer Barrier Reef at depths down to 100 fathoms. 

How to Catch Coral trout are usually taken by handlining with bait or by jigging or 
trolling a lure or bait. Drifting in deep water with cut baits around the rims of coral cays 
and baiting with whole fish over stands of coral have also proved successful. 

Eating Qualities The coral trout has firm-textured, white meat that 1s considered a 
delicacy by many anglers. 
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CRAB, BLUE SWIMMER Porrunus pEtacicus 


Other Names Sand crab, blue crab, blue manna crab. 


Plentiful throughout Australian waterways, the blue swimmer crab varies in colour and 
markings according to locality but is usually blue, white and purple. It attains a shell 
width of up to 20 cm and a maximum weight of | kg. 

Habitat Blue swimmer crabs inhabit sandy and muddy estuaries and bays, particularly 
where there are seagrass meadows, and inshore ocean waters. They are particularly prolific 
in the St. Vincent Gulf and the Spencer Gulf, South Australia, where huge numbers are 
caught each year. 

How to Catch Traps and nets used for catching crabs include the dilly net and the witch's 
hat. Many crabs are scoop netted at night. 

Eating Qualities The fine, sweet meat of the blue swimmer crab rates highly. 


CRAB, MANGROVE Scytza serrata 


Other Names Mud crab or muddy. 
The mangrove crab has a thick, heavy body and menacing, powerful claws capable of 
crushing a finger or toe to the bone. Their colour varies from green to greenish brown and 


brownish blue, flecked with purple. They grow to a shell size of 32 cm and can weigh 5 kg. 
Habitat Mangrove crabs are found in the tidal estuaries and mudflats of Queensland, the 
Northern Territory and Western Australia, becoming less frequent south of Sydney. 

How to Catch Mud crabs can be caught in hoop nets, baited crab pots and witch’s hats. 
They are also caught using a baited handline drawn slowly into a waiting net. 

Eating Qualities Although their flesh is less sweet than that of the blue swimmer crab, 
the meat in the mangrove crab’s claws is considered a delicacy. 


DART, SWALLOWTAIL Tracuiwotus copprinceri 


Other Names Swallowtail, surf trevally, skippy. 
Dart are small and slender members of the trevally family. They have a thin, compressed 


body with a deeply-forked tail. They are blue-grey on the upper body and silver below with 
five or six blotches midway above the lateral line. They grow to 3 kg but most catches are 
under | kg. 

Habitat Dart range from the mid coast of New South Wales, north to Cape York, and 
have a similar range on the west coast. They favour the more open sections of beaches where 
waves break on outer banks spilling foam across deeper water in gutters. 

How to Catch This fish is one of the common species that bite best during daylight 
hours. They take a variety of beach baits. 

Eating Qualities Dart are an average table fish. 
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DOLPHINEFISH Coryeuaena nippurus 


Other Names Mahi mahi, dorado, dolphin. 

Often regarded as the most beautiful and acrobatic of all light tackle game fish. The male 

has a distinct, high, blunt forehead and the body tapers sharply towards the tail. The body 
has striking colours of emerald green and gold, silver and brilliant blue. The pectoral and 


tail fins often ‘light up’ with a glowing powder blue. The dolphinfish can grow to more 
than 45 kg but fish over 20 kg are considered large. 

Habitat The dolphinfish lives in tropical waters and moves down both the east and west 
coast of the continent with the warm, summer currents. 

How to Catch Dolphinfish have a special affinity for floating objects and are often taken 
by working lures and baits near flotsam. 

Eating Qualities Dolphinfish are excellent eating but soften rapidly if not kept on ice. 


DRUMMER, BLACK Ghirzita exevata 


Other Names Rock blackfish, drummer, ‘pig’. 


The black drummer is a valued sportfish among coastal rock fishermen. A powerful fish 
with a strong, broad tail, its body colour varies from black or chocolate brown to dark slate. 
Habitat Confined almost exclusively to New South Wales waters, (though a western 
variant also occurs), rock blackfish show a preference for deep water close to rocky 
foreshores where there is ample supply of weed, crabs and cunjevoi and plenty of white, 
foamy water to dislodge the food. 

How to Catch Owing toa small mouth and great strength, the rock blackfish requires 
small but strong hooks. The fish feed during the run-in tide and respond to berley of stale 
bread. Best baits are cunjevoi, cabbage weed, green weed, prawns, bread, crab and yabbies. 
Eating Qualities Rock blackfish are good eating if bled after capture. 


DRUMMER, SILVER Kvypuosus sypneyanus 


Other Names Silver drummer, buffalo bream in WA. 
A strong, hard-fighting fish of the ocean rocks, the silver drummer is a deep-bodied fish 


with a small mouth. It is grey on the upper body and silver underneath. The body has 
prominent longitudinal bands. Drummer grow to about 76 cm and 10 kg but the average 
fish caught is around 3.5 kg. 

Habitat Silver drummer frequent the turbulent water surrounding ocean rocks. Large 
schools can often be found in the zone between mid water and the bottom. 

How to Catch Silver drummer respond well to heavy berleying. Best baits are brown 
weed, cabbage weed and cunjevoi. 

Eating Qualities Silver drummer are of average eating quality. They often taste ‘weedy’ 
or iodine flavoured. 
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EMPEROR, RED Luzyanus separ 


Other Names Government bream, king snapper, red kelp, emperor. 


The exotically-coloured red emperor is a prize catch for anglers in northern reef waters. The 
juvenile fish has a salmon pink body bearing three, vivid, transverse bands in the form of a 
broad arrow. These bands fade on maturity with adult fish remaining reddish. Red emperor 
grow to more than 20 kg. 

Habitat A bottom-dwelling species, red emperor move among coral outcrops in shoals of 
similar-sized fish. Although taken as far south as Moreton Bay, red emperor are usually 
found in reef areas north of Gladstone. 

How to Catch Handlining in the deeper channels around coral reefs is the usual way of 
catching red emperor. Almost any fish bait is acceptable. However, baits of squid, prawns 
and octopus seem to be preferred. 

Eating Qualities Red emperor are superb table fish. 


FLATHEAD PtarycepuHatus spp. 


Other Names Lizard, frog. 

One of the most popular catches for recreational fishermen, the flathead is found right 
around the Australian coastline. The three most common species are the sand flathead, 
found mostly in offshore waters, the dusky flathead of rivers and estuaries and the tiger 
flathead, usually found in deeper, offshore waters. 

Habitat Dusky flathead are found in estuaries and are particularly active in warmer 
months. Sand and tiger flathead are found throughout the year in offshore waters. 

How to Catch Most catches are made by drifting over sand and mud flats in estuaries and 


oftshore waters. Flathead accept cut baits, prawns, white bait and worms. Artificial lures 
including jigs, flies, plugs and minnows can also be successful. 
Eating Qualities Flathead have a flaky texture, and can be a little dry. 


FLOUNDER Pseuporuomsus spp. 


The flounder is a bottom-dwelling fish capable of changing colour to suit its environment. 
It has a thin, flattened, disc-like body with both eyes facing upwards. The large-toothed 
flounder, the most common of the species on the eastern seaboard, has exceptionally large 
teeth in both jaws. Flounder can grow to a length of 38 cm. 


Habitat Flounder are usually found in shallow water over sand and mud in estuaries and 
in the white water off beaches. They range from the temperate waters of Queensland around 
to Western Australia and are common in Tasmania. 

How to Catch A light rod and small hook are necessary for taking flounder. Prawns, 
worms and cut baits can be successful either drifted or fished at anchor. 

Eating Quality Flounder are a premium table fish with finely-flavoured, white flesh. 
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GARFISH, SEA Hyrornamenus AUSTRALIS 


Other Names Beakie, gar, gardie. 


Popular as a sport, food and bait fish. There are at least 18 species of garfish in Australian 
waters but the sea garfish is of most interest to anglers. It is bright green on the back with 
three narrow, dark brown streaks and a silvery lateral band. The lower jaw is extended to 
form a long beak below a normal upper jaw. Sea garfish grow to about 45 cm and a weight 
of 350 g. 

Habitat The sea garfish is widely distributed around the coast of Australia and Tasmania. 
When the sea garfish enters estuaries, it feeds in the quiet, shallow waters over seagrass. 
How to Catch Garfish are usually caught by using a rig that includes a lightweight float, 
a very small hook and baits of dough, peeled prawn, worm and maggots. 

Eating Qualities Sea garfish are sweet, tasty fish with fine bones. 


GROPER, BLUE Acuorropus coutpu 


Other Names Giant pigfish. 

A member of the wrasse family, the blue groper has a large, powerful body which is blue in 
males and reddish-brown in females. It has fleshy lips and peg-like teeth. It grows to 36 kg 
but a 10 kg fish is a good catch. 

Habitat There are two species: the eastern species, Achoerodus viridis, which inhabits the 
coast from southern Queensland to Wilson’s Promontory or a little further westwards, and 
the western species, A. gou/dii, which is common on the coastal reefs of South Australia and 
southern Western Australia. Groper inhabit rugged, inshore reefs and the coastline near the 
ocean rocks. 

How to Catch Strong tackle is required to catch groper. The best bait is red crab but they 
can also be taken with shellfish and cunjevoi. 


Eating Qualities Young specimens are good eating but older fish tend to be tough. 


GROPER, QUEENSLAND Promicrors LaNceoiatus 


The largest reef and estuary fish known in Australian waters, the groper is exceeded in size 
only by sharks and billfish. The adult groper is greenish-brown or blackish-grey. Its tail 
and fins are a dull yellow. A bold and voracious feeder, the groper has a large mouth, 
capable of sucking in large amounts of food. Groper have been recorded at lengths of over 
3 metres and weights of over 300 kg. 

Habitat The groper ranges across tropical and sub-tropical estuarine and reef waters. Big 


fish often reside in submarine caverns or in the wreckage of ships. Natural scavengers, 
many catches have been made near wharves or marinas where scraps of food are plentiful. 
How to Catch Groper are often caught as a by-product of other fishing. They are now a 
protected species and should be released. 
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GURNARD, RED Cnheponicutays kumu 


Other Names Red butterfly, gurnard, latchet. 
Like other gurnards, this fish has its head encased in a bony shield. The body is rounded, 


elongated and tapers towards the back. Several long fin rays are used to probe the bottom 
for food. The colour ranges from pink through red to brown and the large pectoral fin is 
bright blue or green. This fish grows to about 60 cm. 

Habitat Red gurnards inhabit sandy coastal shores, at varying depths, and deep bays and 
harbours around the southern half of the continent. 

How to Catch These fish are not spectacular fighters or finicky eaters. They respond to 
baits of squid, worms, prawns, white bait and other cut baits. 

Eating Qualities When skinned, the fillets make fair to good eating. Similar to flathead 
in taste, the fillets shrink slightly when cooked. 


HAIRTAIL Tricururus savata 


Other Names Ribbonfish, Cox’s hairtail. 
A ferocious-looking fish with razor-sharp teeth in both jaws, the hairtail has a slender, 


compressed, silvery body which is scaleless. It has no caudal fin and has a whip-like tail. 
Captures have measured over 2 metres and weighed as much as 55 kg. Little is known of its 
migration, habits and spawning. 

Habitat Mostly confined to New South Wales where they periodically turn up ina 
number of estuaries, hairtail have also been caught in Queensland and as far away as 
Bunbury, Western Australia. Most catches of hairtail have been made near the entrances to 
saline estuaries in deep water adjacent to the rocky foreshore. 

How to Catch The most successful baits for hairtail are live yellowtail, pilchards and 
garfish. 

Eating Qualities Hairtail are good eating though small ones tend to be a little bony. 


JAVELIN FISH Pomapasys nasta 


Other Names Grunter, spotted javelin. 


The name of this fish is derived from the long, spear-like spike on the anal fin. It is also 
known as grunter because it emits a series of grunting sounds when taken from the water. 
The basic body shape is bream-like and silver in colour with tints of violet. It bears a 
smattering of dark spots arranged in a series of blotchy, transverse rows. Fish reach weights of 
6.5 kg but the average catch is 1 to 3 kg. 

Habitat Typical javelin fish territories are the mangrove-lined creeks and estuaries of 
north Queensland where they prefer deep water, a hard bottom and a fast run in the tide. 
How to Catch Baits such as prawns, fish strips or pilchards tend to be most effective. 
Eating Qualities The firm, white, sweet flesh makes very good eating. 
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JEWFISH, WESTRALIAN Graucosoma HEBraicuM 


Other Names Westralian dhufish. 

The jewfish should not be confused with the mulloway, a marine fish of the eastern 
seaboard which is also called jewfish. The jewfish grows to more than 1 metre and 25 kg. 
Habitat Found on offshore reefs in the temperate waters of south western Western 
Australia, the Westralian jewfish inhabits snaggy, deep, offshore reefs near caves and ledges. 


How to Catch Westralian jewfish are usually caught when fishing reef areas for snapper. 
Top baits are octopus, squid, parrot fish and other whole fish. A bag limit on anglers of 
three fish per line per day applies. 

Eating Qualities This is an outstanding table fish of Western Australian waters. 


JOBFISH Aprion virescens 


Other Names Samurai salmon. 
The jobfish is popular with sport fishermen due to the speed with which it will take a 
trolled bait or lure. Jobfish have powerful, streamlined bodies with large scimitar-like tails. 


Larger jobfish reach up to 1 metre in length and weigh up to 12 kg. The large mouth 1s 
well armed with large, canine teeth in both jaws. 

Habitat Primarily a tropical species, the jobfish is found mostly in the waters of the 
Great Barrier Reef where they often gather in loose communities in the passes between 
small, scattered reefs. 

How to Catch Jobfish will take a wide range of lures and baits. They are mostly taken 
when trolling or bottom fishing for other species but are a welcome addition to a catch. 
Eating Qualities The jobfish is recognised as among the finest of table fish, though it is 
an occasional carrier of ciguatera. 


JOHN DORY Zeus FaBer 


Other Names St. Peter's fish, dory. 
John dory is much sought after by fishermen. It has a flat, thin body which is dull, olive 


grey with a prominent black spot on its side. The dory is scaleless and uses its large, 
telescopic mouth to engulf its prey of live, small fish. John dory grow to 60 cm and a 
weight of 3 kg. 

Habitat John dory range from southern Queensland around the southern Western 
Australian coast. They are found in harbours in deep, clear water, well known bait grounds, 
and offshore around wreck sites and reefs. 

How to Catch Because John dory feed on live fish, small yellowtail are the best bait. 
Eating Qualities Regarded by many as the finest eating fish in Australian waters, its 
succulent, white flesh is fine textured and mild flavoured. 
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KINGFISH, YELLOWTAIL Serioza Lacanpi 


Other Names Kingfish, kingie, silver king, king. 


A legendary sportfish among recreational anglers. Its streamlined body is coloured a 
brilliant greenish-blue above and silvery below, separated by a golden band. They grow to 
45 kg but more usually weigh from 2 to 10 kg. 

Habitat The fish range from southern Queensland to Western Australia but are not 
plentiful in Tasmania. They frequent large headlands and deep water reefs and bommies. 
Small specimens are sometimes found in estuaries around wharves and harbour buoyage. 
How to Catch The fish can be caught on live bait, strip baits, squid and trolled, cast or 
jigged lures. Spinning lures, minnows and chrome slices can be effective even from land- 
based locations such as rocky foreshores and headlands. 

Eating Qualities Young fish are good eating but larger fish can be coarse and tasteless. 


LEATHERJACKET, STIX-SPINED 


MEUSCHENIA FREYCINETI 


Other Names Variable leatherjacket, jacket. 

There are more than 60 species of leatherjacket in Australian waters and all have tough, 
scaleless skin, small mouths, strong teeth and a spine on top of the head. Found in southern 
coastal waters, the six-spined leatherjacket is identified by bright blue-brown lines on its 
head which extend to the body. It grows to 55 cm. 

Habitat Juvenile fish are common in seagrass beds of estuaries and coastal bays. Adult 
fish are more prevalent around coastal reefs. Leatherjackets regularly feed around wharves 
and are a common and welcome capture. 

How to Catch A handline with small pieces of prawn, squid and shellfish works best. 
Eating Qualities Leatherjackets are excellent eating and have a slightly bland taste. 


LONG TOM Tytosurus MELANOTUS 


Other Names Alligator gar, needlefish. 


Belonging to the same family as the garfish, the long tom has a long, slender body which 
extents to a beak, well-armed with pointed teeth. In a marine environment they are blue- 
green, in estuary waters they are darker in colour. The heavier, barred long tom reaches a 
length of 1.5 metres. 

Habitat Long toms are plentiful in northern waters but rare in South Australia and 
Tasmania. Larger specimens are common in the shallower waters of coral reefs and around 
coral islands. Catches can also be made around the mouths of estuary and tidal creeks. 
How to Catch Long toms are surface feeders and are rarely found on the bottom. They 
have a preference for live baits or cast or trolled lures. 

Eating Qualities Despite their ferocious appearance, long toms are reasonable eating. 
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LUDERICK.  Gireira tricusprpata 


Other Names Black bream, blackfish, nigger, darkie, parore (in New Zealand). 


A popular sporting fish along the coast of New South Wales. The fish is brownish above 
and lighter below with a series of 12 dark, narrow, vertical bands across the body. It is a 
powerful fish with a deep body and a broad tail. Luderick grow to 5.2 kg although any fish 
over 1 kg is a good catch. 

Habitat The luderick ranges from Queensland right around the southern half of the 
continent to Western Australia and is also found in Tasmania and New Zealand. Primarily 
a vegetarian, the luderick feeds mainly on the thread-like weed and sea cabbage along rocky 
foreshores and in estuaries. 

How to Catch Specialised luderick outfits with baits of green weed work well, while from 
ocean rocks the fish will take cunjevoi, squirt worms, peeled prawn and yabbies. 

Eating Qualities The luderick is a good table fish but must be bled and iced on capture. 


MACKEREL, COMMON Scomper austRALASsICUs 


Other Names Slimy mackerel, blue mackerel or slimies. 


The greenish body is covered with an irregular blotching of wavy, greenish markings. The 
skin is soft and slippery to the touch, hence its common name. Slimy mackerel grow to a 
length of about 40 cm and a weight of around 1 kg. These fish are sought after as bait. 
Habitat Slimy mackerel are found south from the Tropic of Capricorn, all along the 
eastern coast, south to Tasmania and across to Western Australia. Larger fish are found on 
close, offshore reefs and around rocky headlands. 

How to Catch A light line with a hook between size 6 and 2 is ideal. Berley is useful and 
these fish respond very readily to bait jigs. 

Eating Qualities The fish taste best when the fillets are grilled or smoked. 


MACKEREL, NARROW-BARRED SPANISH 


SCOMBEROMORUS COMMERSON 


Other Names Spanish mackerel, doggie, Queensland kingfish, snook. 

One of the most highly prized sportfish in Australian waters, the Spanish mackerel has a 
blue-grey, bullet-shaped body with bluish black bars along the sides. It has a deeply forked 
tail and a set of razor-sharp teeth in both jaws. These fish grow to over 2 metres and 70 kg. 
Habitat Spanish mackerel are commonly caught off the northeastern and northwestern 
coasts of the continent. With the warmer currents of summer and autumn, they move down 
both coasts and isolated catches have been recorded south of Sydney and Perth. 

How to Catch Trolled baits are effective, while spoons, feather jigs and minnow lures are 
consistent fish takers. Wire is used on all mackerel rigs due to their ferocious teeth. 

Eating Qualities Spanish mackerel are highly prized as a table fish. 
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MACKEREL, QUEENSLAND SCHOOL 


CYBIUM QUEENSLANDICUS 


Other Names Doggie mackerel, blotched mackerel, shiny mackerel, school mackerel, 
snook. 

The school mackerel is taken in large numbers by commercial and recreational anglers. The 
fish is blue-green above and silvery below with several rows of light grey blotches running 
along its sides. The school mackerel grows to about 8 kg but is most commonly caught 
between | and 3 kg. 

Habitat These fish move into bays and estuaries along the east and west coast and are 
captured in large numbers during the winter months. Large schools are regularly located off 
Hervey Bay, Noosa Heads and Moreton Island. 

How to Catch Small, fish baits of pilchards or slimy mackerel will take school mackerel. 
Trolling with lures is also a proven method. 

Eating Qualities The school mackerel is an outstanding table fish. 


MANGROVE JACK Lutyanus arGentTIMACULATUS 


Other Names Mangrove snapper, red perch, dog bream. 


The fish has a body shape similar to bream and its colour varies from a pale pink to deep 
bronze. Its strong, dog-like teeth are used for seizing prey and can inflict real damage on a 
careless finger. It grows to 90 cm and 15 kg, though most catches are around 1 to 2 kg. 
Habitat Found in the mangrove-lined estuaries and bays of Queensland, north-western 
Western Australia and the Top End. The mangrove jack lives among the mangrove roots 
and submerged snags in estuaries, while offshore, they also dwell around reefs. Although 
primarily a saltwater fish, juveniles penetrate into freshwater regions. 

How to Catch Minnow lures are successful around snags and larger specimens also favour 
fresh baits of mullet, herring, crabs and prawns. 

Eating Qualities Mangrove jacks are extremely tasty and rate as a prime table fish. 


MARLIN, BLACK Maxaira wwoica 


Black marlin are one of the glamour fish of sport and game fishing with a very thick, deep 
body and a short, thick bill. The pectoral fins are always erect while other fins can be folded 
and recessed to allow maximum streamlining. It is blue to black above and white or silvery 
below. Specimens over 454 kg are taken regularly from the waters off Cairns, north 
Queensland. More commonly the fish weighs from 30 to 100 kg. 


Habitat Black marlin follow warm currents and are therefore common in northern waters 
from August to November and south of Brisbane from December to April. 

How to Catch Black marlin may be taken by trolling dead bait, live bait or lures. 
Eating Qualities Black marlin are good eating provided the fish is kept cool after capture. 


PR a] 


30) 


Queensland school mackerel 


Mangrove jack 


Black marlin 


iA RST 
sit 


=a 


MARLIN, BLUE Maxaira nicricans 


The blue marlin, like other billfish is a much sought after game fish. This is the most 
perfectly proportioned of all marlin; the bill is long and the head sloped to give complete 
streamlining. The body is cobalt blue above and silver-white underneath. It has light blue 
or lavender vertical stripes along the body which fade after death. 

Habitat Blue marlin are mostly found wide, outside the 100 fathom line. The most 
prolific blue marlin fishing grounds are around Bermagui on the south coast of New South 
Wales, off Rottnest Island in Western Australia and wide off Cape Morton in Queensland. 
Most caught in Australian waters have ranged from 120 to 300 kg. 

How to Catch Most blue marlin are taken on lures trolling wide off the coast. 

Eating Qualities Blue marlin are good eating. 


MARLIN, STRIPED Terraprurus aupax 


Striped marlin are a prized game fish. Smaller and more slender than other marlin, the 
striped marlin is purple blue above and silvery below. It can be distinguished by 14 
prominent, lavender stripes across the body. The stripes remain even after death. Striped 
marlin grow to 250 kg but most catches are under 150 kg. 

Habitat The fish range from southern Queensland down the coast to Tasmania and have 
been captured off Cape Naturaliste in Western Australia. 

How to Catch Striped marlin strike lures keenly and the most effective include 
konaheads, squids and red or white feathers. Live baits of slimy mackerel, frigate mackerel 
and small striped tuna are usually the most productive. 

Eating Qualities Striped marlin are very good eating and excellent when smoked. 


MORWONG Nemapacrv1us spp. 


Other Names Queen snapper. 

This perch-like fish is grey on the back and silvery below. It has large eyes and a small 
mouth. Morwong grow to 10 kg. 

Habitat The morwong ranges from New South Wales down through the cooler waters of 
the continent and across to Tasmania and Western Australia. Morwong are usually found in 
deep, offshore water between 15 and 100 fathoms. They are almost exclusively bottom 
dwellers and are often caught in locations frequented by snapper. 

How to Catch Prawns are the top bait for morwong, followed by squid and shellfish, such 
as pIpl. 

Eating Qualities The firm, white flesh of the morwong ts good eating. 
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MULLET Mucuipas Famiy 


Family includes Sand mullet, sea mullet, yellow-eye mullet and flat-tail mullet. 

A popular catch with fishermen during the summer months. Sand, sea, yellow-eye and 
flat-tail mullet can be encountered in estuaries and off surf beaches. 

Habitat Mullet are found in all states but rarely in Tasmania. Estuary flats, weed beds 
and oyster leases are the chief habitat of mullet. They feed mostly on the rising tide and 
often in shallow water. Mullet are regularly found around jetties and wharves. 

How to Catch The usual rig consists of small hooks and fine lines with a float. Baits 
include bread, dough, sand worms, prawn pieces and maggots. 

Eating Qualities Mullet are fair eating at most times. The sea mullet captured during 
their spawning pilgrimage are highly regarded as a food fish. 


MULLOWAY Arcyrosomus HOLOLEPIDOTUS 


Other Names Jewtish, school jew, soapy, butterfish, jewie, river kingfish. 

One of the top angling fish along our coastline. Mulloway are mainly grey-blue above and 
silver underneath. They have long, strong bodies with large scales, a large mouth and short, 
sharp teeth. Although they grow to over 50 kg, the average catch is between | and 10 kg. 
Habitat Mulloway are found in all states except Tasmania. They inhabit estuaries, bays, 
offshore reefs, rocky headlands and the surf off ocean beaches, and feed nocturnally. 

How to Catch Mulloway bite best around the turn of the tide and will accept baits of 
beach worms, live tailor, mullet, herring, yellowtail, mackerel and other fish. Octopus and 
squid are also effective. The tackle used should be adequate for the size of fish expected. 
Eating Qualities The mulloway’s white flesh has a good texture and is delicious eating. 


MURRAY COD MaccuttocueLta PEEL 


The largest and most important of our freshwater fish. The Murray cod is green with a 
mottled pattern. Although reduced in numbers, these powerfully built fish are active 
predators, able to cope with the fluctuating conditions of flood and drought. They grow to 
2 metres and 68 kg but catches over 20 kg are rare. 

Habitat Distributed throughout the Murray—Darling River system of Victoria, New 
South Wales and southern Queensland. Murray cod inhabit a range of environments from 
warm, deep pools to shallow, clear runs, as long as there is a food supply and cover nearby. 
How to Catch Warm backwaters of inland dams are good spots. Deep-running lures 
trolled behind the boat or cast from the shore can be particularly effective. Popular baits 
include live crayfish, mussels, small fish and timber grubs. 

Eating Qualities The firm, white flesh is regarded as delicious, though some specimens 
have a very high fat content. 
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NANNYGAI Cenrroseryx AfFINIS 


Other Names Redfish, gai, goat. 
The nannygai is a relatively small fish with a deep, short body and large eyes. It is 


predominantly red in colour, fading on the lower section of the body. They grow to 40 cm 
and 2 kg. 

Habitat The nannygai is found in offshore coastal waters from New South Wales around 
the southern coast to Western Australia. A deep water fish the nannygai is usually found in 
the vicinity of offshore reefs. 

How to Catch Often found in large schools, nannygai are more usually captured when 
drifting over deep water rather than at anchor. When they are on the bite, nannygai will 
take almost any bait. Nannygai are caught in association with other deepwater reef fish. 
Eating Qualities The nannygai has fine-textured pink flesh with a mild taste. 


PERCH, GOLDEN Macguarta ampicua 


Other Names Callop, yellowbelly, Murray perch. 
An important native fish and a regular capture for anglers fishing inland rivers and streams. 


The golden perch is a deep-bodied fish whose body colour is directly related to the colour 
of the waters in which it lives. Large specimens reach weights of 10 kg though they more 
commonly weigh | to 2 kg. 

Habitat Distributed throughout the Murray—Darling River system, in the eastern- 
flowing Dawson River in southern Queensland and Coopers Creek in the Lake Eyre 
catchment, the fish uses the cover of logs, rocks and weeds and is found feeding at all levels. 
How to Catch Baits of worms, shrimps, yabbies and mussels can be suspended just above 
the bottom for good results. Anglers working clear water can use lures. 

Eating Qualities The flesh is good eating although it may have a slightly ‘muddy’ taste. 


PERCH, MACQUARIE Macguaria ausTRALasica 


A very important native fish. Powerfully built with a humped-back appearance, the 


Macquarie perch 1s slate grey above, paler below and has purplish fins. It grows to 3.5 kg. 
Habitat Distributed through the cooler sections of the Murray—Darling River system in 
New South Wales and Victoria, the fish has also been recorded in coastal rivers and in a 
number of reservoirs in both states. It seems to prefer the still water in deeper sections of 
the river, especially where there is bank-side cover. 

How to Catch Spinners and wet flies are top lures for this fish. Baits favoured include 
mudeyes, worms, shrimps and crickets. Macquarie perch always put up a good fight on 
light tackle. There is some concern for the fish’s future due to habitat damage. 

Eating Qualities The white flesh is good eating. 
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PERCH, SILVER Bivyanus sipyanus 


Other Names Bidyan grunter, black bream, grunter. 


Silver perch are silver-grey fading to a creamy colour underneath. The fish has a small head, 
small mouth, a humped appearance and fine, diamond-shaped scales. It grows to 7 kg but 
more usually the fish weigh less than 1 kg. 

Habitat They are distributed throughout the Murray—Darling River system and in 
Queensland can be found in streams west of the Great Dividing Range. There are also 
stocks of fish in dams and other impoundments. Silver perch seem to have a preference for 
oxygenated water and often congregate at the head of deep waterholes and flowing reaches. 
How to Catch Silver perch prefer baits of live shrimp, crickets, earthworms, grubs and 
yabbies and will take lures. 

Eating Qualities Their firm, white, dry flesh is sometimes a little weedy. 


QUEENFISH Cuorrnemus tysan 


Other Names Leatherskin, giant dart, whitefish, skinny fish. 

An extremely fast, powerful and agile sportfish. It has a compressed body with a jutting, 
lower jaw, large mouth and large eyes. The silver body has a rough, leathery skin and the 
lance-shaped scales are embedded. Queenfish grow to 15 kg and over | metre in length. 
Habitat The queenfish ranges along tropical northern coasts on both sides of the 
continent. It is found around rocky headlands, bays, sand cays, mangrove creeks and rocks. 
How to Catch Trolling in the vicinity of rocky headlands is a favoured way to catch 
queenfish. They accept a wide range of baits and lures; chromed spoons, surface poppers, 
plastic and feather squids are also freely taken. 

Eating Qualities Although its flesh deteriorates rapidly, if correctly maintained the fish 
makes good eating. 


RAINBOW RUNNER Ezacatis preinnutata 


A slender-bodied sportfish, the rainbow runner has brilliant stripes running the full length 
of its body. These range from deep blue on the back through to green, gold, yellow and 
silver on the belly. The fish grow to 15 kg but most catches are between 2 and 5 kg. 
Habitat Sometimes found in large numbers in northern waters they follow the warmer 
currents south and are taken in New South Wales and off the southern coast of Western 
Australia. Rainbow runner are found in schools in blue water well offshore. Here they 
regularly travel with flotsam and appear on deeper, ocean reefs. 

How to Catch Trolling is the most common way of catching rainbow runner. They take 
most of the standard lures: feathers, squids and konaheads. Strip baits are effective, as are 
pilchards, garfish and small mackerel. 

Eating Qualities Their white flesh is very good eating. 
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SAILFISH Istiopuorus pLatyPTERUS 


Among the smallest of the billfish in Australian waters, the sailfish has a blue, purple and 
silver body, a thinner bill than the marlin and a deep V-shaped tail. It is noted for its sail- 
like dorsal fin which is coloured a brilliant cobalt blue. It grows to more then 100 kg but 
specimens over 60 kg are rarely seen. 

Habitat The fish range from Port Stephens in New South Wales northwards and along 
the same northern latitudes on the west coast. They are prolific inside Barrier Reef waters 
and are often taken near rocky headlands in water depths between 10 and 20 fathoms. They 
congregate in numbers when large schools of bait fish are travelling near the surface. 
How to Catch Sailfish are usually captured by trolling small, whole fish. They will also 
accept all the common gamefish lures. 

Eating Qualities The flesh is quite good eating if the fish is properly iced after capture. 


SALMON, AUSTRALIAN Aravts trurra 


Australian salmon belong to a group of sea perch which includes the tommy ruff. The 
salmon has a torpedo-like body which is silvery with a bluish or olive green back, and the 
belly is white or silvery. The fish has a large mouth and its dark tail is deeply forked. 
Habitat Australian salmon are usually taken from deep channels in the surf, from gutters 
off rocky headlands, or trolled from boats. Small specimens known as bay trout are also 
caught in bays and estuaries. These fish are found around the southern half of the continent. 
How to Catch The best baits for Australian salmon are pilchards and white bait, although 
yellowtail, garfish, herring and fish strips are also effective. The fish will also take lures. 
Eating Qualities Australian salmon are only fair eating at best and should be prepared as 
rissoles or in some form of flavoured dish. 


SALMON, THREADFIN Potypacrytus sHeriDant 


Other Names Burnett salmon, king salmon, threadfin, tassel-fish, Sheridan's threadfin. 
The threadfin salmon is an important angling species in north Queensland. Threadfin 


salmon are blue-grey above and silver-yellow below. They have long, filaments streaming 
from the pectoral area. They grow to 15 kg but most catches average between 1.5 and 2 kg. 
Habitat Threadfin salmon are caught in bays and estuaries north of Maryborough, where 
they inhabit muddy locations. The sandbank areas where creeks join an estuary are likely 
spots and the small gutters of mangroves and shallow tidal flats are productive areas. 

How to Catch A rising or a falling tide is the best time to catch threadfin salmon. They 
will strike live and dead baits. Lures can be used when the fish are feeding in the shallows. 
Eating Qualities The white flesh is often preferred to the highly rated barramundi but 
the fish should be bled and iced on capture. 
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SAMSON FISH Seriora uiepos 


Other Names Sea kingfish. 
The name arises from the amazing strength and robust fighting qualities of this fish. It 1s 


closely related to the yellowtail kingfish and the amberjack with which it is often confused. 
It has a powerful, tapering body which is blue-green above fading to a yellowish white 
below. In Western Australian waters, the samson fish reaches weights of 45 kg, twice the 
size of those on the east coast. 

Habitat Samson fish inhabit southern Queensland and north and central New South 
Wales waters. In Western Australia, large specimens are taken from the southwest coast. 
Samson fish inhabit the same reefy locations as snapper. 

How to Catch Live baits are eagerly taken along with pilchards, strip baits and squid. 
Eating Qualities They are good eating but should be bled and iced on capture. 


SARATOGA  SctERopaGEs LEICHARDTI and S. JARDINI 


Other Names Spotted barramundi. 


The primitive looking saratoga, which some regard as a living fossil, is coloured a rich 
green along the back through to gold and silver on the belly. The lower jaw has two small 
barbels and there are brilliant red dots on each scale. They grow to 1 metre and 8 kg. 
Habitat Saratoga inhabit the freshwater rivers of the gulf country and the Northern 
Territory. Saratoga tend to favour the upper reaches of rivers which often become a chain of 
waterholes in the dry season. They are surface feeders and hunt amongst the snags, lily pads 
and other stream vegetation. 

How to Catch Surface lures and small minnows are good ways to hook saratoga. The fish 
will also fall to almost any kind of bait or lure. 

Eating Qualities Saratoga are not eaten and should be released to fight another day. 


SHARK, MAKO Isurus oxyrincuus 


Other Names Blue pointer, mackerel shark, bonito shark. 

The mako shark is a highly rated game fish because of its speed and fighting ability. 
Renowned for its high jumping, the mako has a strong, streamlined body, similar to its 
relative, the great white shark. They share large, circular, black eyes, and a caudal keel 
either side of the tail. The makos teeth are long and razor sharp. Makos grow to 5 metres 
and over 500 kg but most catches are under 3 metres and 180 kg. 

Habitat Mako sharks range from southern Queensland to South Australia. They are found 
near or at the surface, where they prey on striped tuna, other game fish and other sharks. 
How to Catch Makos are usually taken on baits drifted in a berley slick. They 
occasionally take trolled lures. 

Eating Qualities Small mako sharks make good eating. 
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SHARK, TIGER Gattocervo cuviert 


The tiger shark is an oceanic scavenger popular with game fishermen. The name comes 
from the prominent, dark, vertical bands on its back and sides when young. The tiger shark 


has a relatively slender body with a pugnacious appearance. Its teeth are broad and sharply 
serrated. It grows to over 600 kg and a length of 5 metres. 

Habitat The tiger shark is found in warm-temperate to tropical seas and frequents deep, 
offshore waters. It sometimes moves in near surf beaches and enter harbours and estuaries. 
How to Catch A good berley slick is essential and baits of large bonito and other tunas 
are used. 

Eating Qualities Tiger sharks are not generally considered a table fish. 


SHARK, WHITE Carcuaropvon carcuarias 


Other Names White death, white pointer, great white shark. 

The white shark has a streamlined body with a pronounced horizontal keel at the base of its 
crescent-shaped tail. It is blue-grey on the back and white underneath. Its large, serrated, 
triangular teeth make it an efficient predator and scavenger. The shark grows to over 
2000 kg and 7 metres. 

Habitat The white shark has been recorded in all states. They are more prevalent in 
temperate or cool waters where they usually hunt alone. They occur most often in South 
Australia, particularly near large seal colonies. 

How to Catch Best baits are tuna and other oil-rich fish. Hooks must be razor-sharp and 
the boat should be kept ahead or to one side of the shark to prevent it from rolling in the 
trace and severing the line. 


Eating Qualities White sharks are not eaten. 


SNAPPER Curysopurys AURATUS 


Other Names Red, red bream, reddie, squire. 

The snapper is one of the most sought after of Australian fish. It has a pink body scattered 
with bright blue spots. Older fish develop a prominent bump on the top of the head and a 
bulge on the snout. They grow to 20 kg but fish around 7 kg are considered a good catch 
in most areas. 


Habitat Snapper are found in coastal waters from southern Queensland around to 
Western Australia but are rare off Tasmania. Snapper inhabit rocks, reef, gravel and shell 
bed locations in coastal waters from the shoreline to the continental shelf. 

How to Catch Essentially bottom-dwellers, they can be enticed upwards with a good 
berley. Baits of slimy mackerel, blue pilchards, garfish, prawns and crabs all work well. 
Eating Quality Snapper are a classic table fish; they have white flesh, a medium texture 
and a fine flavour. 
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SNOOK.  SpuycagERA NOVAEHOLLANDIAE 


Other Names Short-finned sea pike. 

A member of the sea pike family, the snook is keenly sought in southern waters. The 
slender body is bright green above and silver below and tapers to a long, streamlined head. 
Its large mouth has an array of fang-like teeth which it uses effectively on small bait fish. 
Snook grow to over 1 metre and 5.4 kg. 

Habitat Although they often stray into southern New South Wales waters, snook are 
more prolific around southern coasts and particularly in Victoria, South Australia and 
Tasmania. The fish move in small shoals in deep water and close inshore. 

How to Catch They are particularly susceptible to small minnows and feather jigs. Best 
baits include pilchards, garfish, cut baits and squid. 

Eating Qualities The snook is a quality table fish in South Australia and Victoria. 


SOOTY GRUNTER Hepuasstus FuLiciINosus 


Other Names Black bream, sooty. 

The sooty grunter is a popular angling target in the freshwater streams of northern 
Queensland. Strong, hardy fish, sooties vary greatly in colour. They take their name from 
the grunting sound emitted when they are taken from the water. They grow to 5 kg but 
any catch over 2 kg is exceptional. 

Habitat They are found in all streams in the north of the continent from Western 
Australia through the Northern Territory to the central coast of Queensland. They favour 
snags, water under overhanging trees and fallen timber, and areas of fast-flowing water. 
How to Catch Sooty grunter bite freely on a wide range of baits and lures. Lures should 
be relatively small. 


Eating Qualities Sooty grunter are a good table fish but the quality may vary due to 
their omnivorous diet. 


SWEEP Scorpis AEQUIPINNIS 


Sweep are caught by anglers fishing rocky coastline and offshore areas around the southern 
half of the continent. Sweep have a deep, compressed body with soft fins, a small mouth 


and tiny scales. The body colour varies between species from darkish brown in South 
Australia and Western Australia to dark, silvery blue in New South Wales waters. They 
grow to around 40 cm and 2 kg. 

Habitat Sweep are common in the shallow waters of many bays, inlets and from the ocean 
rocks out to the deep ocean reefs. 

How to Catch They are caught with light, bottom rigs baited with prawns or fish strips. 
Sweep will accept prawns, cunjevoi, squid, mussels and fish strips. 

Eating Qualities Sweep are a good table fish but may have a slightly weedy flavour. 


———— 
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SWEETLIP Lerurimus curysostomus 


Other Names Sweetlip emperor, lipper, red throat, tricky snapper. 
Sweetlip belong to a family of warm water fish which derive their name from the thick, 
fleshy lips formed by the skin covering the upper and lower jaws. They are deep-bodied 


fish; the body is olive green above and silvery below with a series of dark, vertical bands 
that fade after death. The fish has a spectacular, bright scarlet dorsal fin and the mouth and 
throat are orange-red. Sweetlip reach 10 kg but most catches range from 1 to 3 kg. 
Habitat Sweetlip are found in Queensland, north of Gladstone, in the Northern Territory 
and in northwest Western Australia. They are found in shoals over reefs. 

How to Catch Sweetlip are popular with handline fishermen. Most effective baits include 
small fish, crabs, squid, prawns and octopus. 

Eating Qualities They are excellent eating. 


SWORDFISH, BROADBILL Xtpuias ciapivs 


One of Australia’s most prized game fish. The fish is characterised by its broad, flat bill 
which often measures up to half the length of the body. Their colour ranges from dark 
brown, bronze or dark purple above to light brown and silvery white below. Large 
specimens are around 500 kg but the average size is between 45 and 150 kg. 

Habitat The broadbill swordfish is most often taken in southern New South Wales at 
night on the continental shelf during autumn and winter months in depths exceeding 
100 fathoms. It is normally solitary. 

How to Catch The best chance of a catch is at night by drifting and deep baiting with 
slimy mackerel or squid. These rigs should be heavily weighted and have a Cyalume light 
stick attached. 

Eating Qualities Broadbill are recognised as a quality table fish. 


TAILOR Pomaromus sALTATRIX 


Other names Chopper, bluefish, skipjack, skippy. 

Tailor are swift moving, aggressive fish which are taken in great numbers around the 
Australian coastline. They have elongated, compressed bodies with small scales. They are 
dark blue-green above and silvery below. The tailor has a large mouth with powerful, 
shearing teeth which it uses to cut and slice its prey. It grows to more than 10 kg but most 
catches range from 500 g to 2 kg. 

Habitat Tailor range from southern Queensland around the southern coast to Western 
Australia. Rocky headlands, breakwalls and the white water of surf beaches are top spots. 
How to Catch Garfish and pilchards are excellent whole baits. Lure fishermen should troll 
from a boat or spin from a beach or ocean rocks. 

Eating Qualities The fish are good eating when fresh but must be bled and iced on capture. 
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TARPON Mecatoprs cyPRINOIDES 


Other Names Oxeye herring, bony mullet. 

Renowned for its speed and leaping fight, the tarpon is a member of the herring family. 
The body is silvery with a light green, shaded back, and its scales are large and the lower 
lip protrudes. The tarpon is distinguished by the long, trailing filament of its dorsal fin. It 
grows to over 5 kg but most captures are between 500 g and | kg. 

Habitat Tarpon are found in tropical waters around the north of the continent. Coastal 
estuarine waters are the main habitat and they are often captured in the shallow waters of 
mangrove backwaters. 

How to Catch Small, shiny, surface lures often cause a quick strike. Small jigs are more 
useful when the fish are bottom feeding. 

Eating Qualities Although the fish is edible, the white flesh is not highly regarded. 


TARWHINE Ruasposarcus sARBA 


Other Names Golden-finned bream, iodine bream. 

Often incorrectly identified by anglers as black bream, the tarwhine resembles a bream but 
can be distinguished by its more golden colouring and rounded head profile. The tarwhine 
has a striking silver body with gold longitudinal stripes. Tarwhine grow to at least 1.5 kg. 
Habitat Tarwhine range from southern Queensland to Gippsland in Victoria and from 
Albany to Shark Bay in Western Australia. They frequent estuaries, bays and lakes and can 
be found in most bream locations especially during the autumn spawning run. 

How to Catch Tarwhine are scavengers and are not fussy eaters. They will accept baits of 
fish pieces, prawns, yabbies, pipis and worms. Rigs should be the same as for bream. Best 
times to fish are late afternoon, night and early morning. 

Eating Qualities They are good eating though slightly iodine flavoured. 


TERAGLIN Arracroscion AEQUIDENS 


Other Names Trag, trag-jew. 

Teraglin are an offshore fish, closely related to the mulloway. Teraglin are bluish above and 
silvery on the sides. The mouth is large and their short, fine teeth are effective for holding 
rather than cutting. The skin of the mouth and gill cover is yellow. They grow to more than 
10 kg but average catches are between 1 and 3 kg. 

Habitat Teraglin are only found off the coast of New South Wales and southern 
Queensland. They are often found close to the bottom during daylight and rise to higher 
water levels after sunset. Teraglin congregate in large schools over reefs and gravel beds. 
How to Catch A handline with a large hook and bait of yellowtail or pilchards is the 
favoured rig. 

Eating Qualities The flesh is highly regarded, though it tends to soften easily. 
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TOMMY RUFF Arripis GeorciaNnus 


Other Names Tommy rough, ruff, ‘roughie’, sea herring, herring, Australian herring. 

A popular catch with beach, jetty and rock fishermen, the tommy ruff is related to the 
Australian salmon. It is green above the lateral line and silver below, and grows to 40 cm. 
Habitat Tommy ruff range from southern New South Wales to Geraldton in Western 
Australia. They travel in large schools and stay close to the mouths of estuaries and the 
coast. When they make their winter migration from the Great Australian Bight, they can 
be taken in large numbers in South Australia and Western Australia as they head for 
warmer waters. 

How to Catch Tommy ruff are not fussy eaters and accept baits of prawns, worms, white 
bait, red meat and maggots. They have also been captured on tiny plugs and small jigs. 
Eating Qualities Tommy ruff make very good eating. 


TREVALLY, GIANT Caranx icNositis 


Other Names Great trevally, lowly trevally, ‘GT. 

By far the largest of the trevally family, the giant trevally is a sought-after sportfish of 
tropical waters. It is mostly greenish-blue on the back and silver on the belly and is often 
speckled with dark spots and blotches. Giant trevally grow to 60 kg and 2 metres. 
Habitat This fish is occasionally taken as far south as South West Rocks in New South 
Wales and Shark Bay in Western Australia, but it is more commonly captured in northern, 
and particularly Great Barrier Reef, waters. 

How to Catch The giant trevally strikes hard at a wide range of baits and lures: whole 
fish or cut baits, large minnows, poppers and metal lures. 

Eating Qualities Small fish are tasty, if a little dry. 


TREVALLY, SILVER Pseupocaranx DENTEX 


Other Names White trevally, skippy, blurter. 

A popular sportfish of southern waters, the silver trevally is deep-bodied with a sloping 
forehead. The body is generally dusky above and silvery below but colouration varies with 
habitat. The tail is deeply forked. Silver trevally grow to over | metre and 10 kg but most 
catches range between 25 and 60 cm, and weigh less than 3 kg. 

Habitat Silver trevally range from southern Queensland down to Tasmania and around to 
southern Western Australia. They inhabit both coastal and offshore waters and are often 
taken in large numbers, especially during the autumn months. 

How to Catch Top baits are prawns, beach worms and fish strips. These fish also respond 
to small lures and are enticed by berley. 

Eating Qualities Generally the fish is good eating but it must be bled and iced after 
capture. 
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TROUT, BROOK Satvetinus rontinaus 


Indigenous to North America, the brook trout was introduced to Australia around 1890. 
Not strictly a trout but one of the related char groups, the brook trout has an olive to dark 
brown back, becoming black at times. The sides are lighter, becoming silvery below. The 
body is heavily marked with yellow, green and whitish patterns. Brook trout generally 
weigh less than 2 kg. 

Habitat Most catches of brook trout have been taken from the lakes and streams of the 
Snowy Mountains region, especially Lake Jindabyne, and from the mountain lakes and 
rivers of Tasmania. Brook trout prefer cool, clear, well-oxygenated water. When the surface 
water warms up they often retire to the depths of the impoundment. 

How to Catch Brook trout may be caught by the same methods of fishing used for other 
species of trout. They will accept flies, lures and natural baits. 

Eating Quality As with all salmonoids, brook trout are very good table fish. 


TROUT, BROWN Satmo rrutta 


The body is predominantly light brown with dark spots on the sides and back. The lower 
spots are red and the dorsal fin is spotted. Depending on food availability, brown trout can 
grow to 14 kg, but are uncommon at weights greater than 5 kg. 

Habitat Brown trout are well established in many cooler streams in the high country 
from northern New South Wales down, along the Great Dividing Range and into Victoria 
as well as Tasmania. They can be found in a few streams in South Australia and in the 
southwest region of Western Australia. Lake Eucumbene and the Snowy Mountains region 
are top brown trout territory. 

How to Catch Brown trout can be captured by a variety of methods: fly fishing, trolling, 
lure casting and bait fishing. 

Eating Qualities A quality table fish, improved by smoking. 


TROUT, RAINBOW Saxmo cairpneru 


The rainbow trout is a tremendous fighter, often making spectacular jumps to throw the 
hook. It is a solid deep-bodied fish with small eyes and a large mouth. It is easily identified 
by its spotted body and tail, and the colourful rainbow hue which extends along each side 
from gill cover to tail. Rainbow trout grow to 7 kg but the average catch 1s about | kg. 
Habitat Originally introduced to Australia, they can now be found in all states. The cool 
lakes and streams of the Snowy Mountains area offer the best rainbow trout fishing in 
Australia. 

How to Catch Rainbow trout feed on the same food as brown trout. They are mostly 
caught on small lures or on natural baits. 

Eating Qualities Rainbow trout offer the same eating qualities as brown trout. 
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TRUMPETER, TASMANIAN Larris vinzata 


Other Names Striped Trumpeter. 

A hard-fighting sportfish much sought after by southern anglers. Abundant in Tasmania, 
the striped trumpeter is bronze in colour and is distinguished from its close relative the 
silver trumpeter by the dark, transverse bars which run along the upper side of its body. It 
has a large mouth, thick lips and large scales. The Tasmanian trumpeter grows to 1.2 
metres and 27 kg although catches of over 9 kg are regarded as large. 

Habitat These fish range from southern New South Wales down to Tasmania and around 
to South Australia and Albany in Western Australia. Although young fish move into bays 
and estuaries, adult specimens are usually captured from deep, offshore waters. 

How to Catch Tasmanian trumpeter can be captured on baits of fish strips, prawns and squid. 
Eating Qualities The Tasmanian trumpeter is renowned for its excellent eating qualities. 


TUNA, DOGTOOTH Gymnosarpa unicotor 


Other Names Scaleless tuna, white tuna, peg-tooth tuna. 

The dogtooth tuna has a dark blue back, which fades to greenish-blue, and a silvery belly. 
It is scaleless and has a pugnacious, mackerel-like appearance. 

Habitat The dogtooth tuna is found in tropical waters and most catches are recorded in 
the Cairns-Townsville area, or off northern Western Australia. These fish usually loiter in 
deep water near reefs, either alone or in small schools. 

How to Catch Trolled garfish and mullet are popular baits. Dogtooth tuna often take 
small mackerel and scad trolled in deep water for black marlin. The fish can also be 
captured with most game lures. Captures are made when trolling along reef edges or in the 
deep water passes between reefs. 

Eating Qualities Dogtooth tuna are good eating if iced quickly after capture. 


TUNA, NORTHERN BLUEFIN Tuunnus tonccor 


Other Names Longtail tuna, oriental bonito, bunny. 

A powerfully built fish with a deeply forked tail. The fish is dark blue above with silvery 
sides and the belly is covered in oval botches. It reaches a weight of 35 kg but most catches 
are 15 kg or smaller. It is one of the toughest fighting tunas. 

Habitat It ranges along the coast, north from Eden in New South Wales and Perth in 
Western Australia. Not usually found far out to sea, they remain inshore along the coast 
and are prolific in Barrier Reef waters. 

How to Catch Northern bluefin tuna can be successfully taken on lures and live baits. 
Feeding schools respond well to cast metal lures. 

Eating Qualities Longtail tuna are good eating and can be used to make excellent 
sashimi (raw fish) if handled carefully after capture. 
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TUNA, SOUTHERN BLUEFIN Tuunnus maccovn 


The largest of the tunas found in our waters and a prized game fish. A powerfully built fish, 
it is dark blue to blue-green above and silvery below. The edges of the fins are dusky yellow 
and the tail is deeply forked. They grow to 360 kg but most catches are about 20 kg, with 
fish over 100 kg being exceptional. 


Habitat These fish range from southern New South Wales around the southern coast to 
Western Australia and down to Tasmania. Bluefin tuna are surface species and on calm days 
schools can be seen working their way along the coast. 

How to Catch This fish will strike hard at most lures; yellowtail, cowanyoung and slimy 
mackerel are favoured for live baiting. 

Eating Qualities These tuna are good eating when fresh. 


TUNA, STRIPED Karsuwonis petamis 


Other Names Oceanic bonito, bunny, skipjack. 

The fish is dark blue above and silvery below. It is easily identified by the five dark stripes 
running along the lower half of the body. Striped tuna grow to about 20 kg but are 
commonly caught between 2 and 6 kg. 


Habitat The fish is common around much of the Australian coastline and is taken in 
good numbers off Tasmania. It is more abundant during the summer months but can be 
taken all year round. A gregarious species, striped tuna often form large schools with other 
members of the tuna family. 

How to Catch A small, trolled lure is the best way to catch striped tuna. Small bait fish 
such as pilchards and slimy mackerel will sometimes be taken. 

Eating Qualities The striped tuna is not a good table fish but is extremely useful as bait. 


TUNA, YELLOWEFIN Tuunnus atpacares 


Other Names Long-finned tuna, allison tuna, yellowfin, fin. 

Adults are identified by sickle-like anal and second dorsal fins and long pectorals. The fish 
have a robust body which tapers towards a crescent-shaped tail. The body is dark blue 
above, shading to yellow and silver underneath, often with a yellow or blue band along the 
flanks. All fins are bright yellow. The fish grow to 180 kg but a catch of 60 kg 1s notable. 
Habitat Yellowfin tuna range around the northern coastline, down the east coast to 
Wilson’s Promontory and the Tasmanian east coast and down the Western Australian 
coast to Cape Naturaliste. 

How to Catch Yellowfin tuna respond to both trolled lures and baits. Strip baits and 
pilchards floated down a berley slick also work well. 

Eating Qualities The light, salmon-coloured flesh makes good eating, particularly 
when prepared raw for sashimi. 
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TURRUM Carancoues emBuryi _ 


Other Names Gold spot trevally, Embury’s currum. 

Often confused with the giant trevally which it somewhat resembles, the turrum is a hard- 
fighting opponent. Unlike the giant trevally, 1c does not have prominent teeth. It has a 
deep, compressed body which has light shades of blue with gold tonings above and silver 
below. There are sometimes up to six, dark, vertical bars across the back, and usually a 
sprinkling of dark specks and gold spots. The tail is deeply-forked. The fish grow to about 
15 kg, but rarely top 9 kg. 

Habitat These fish prefer warm, tropical waters around the north of the continent and are 
rarely found south of the tropic of Capricorn. They inhabit coral reefs, rock bomboras and 
other reety locations. 

How to Catch Most catches are taken by trolling with baits or lures. Night feeders, 
turrum tend to bite better early morning or late afternoon. 

Eating Qualities Small fish are good eating but larger specimens can be flavourless. 


WAHOO. AcantnocyBiuM SOLANDRI 


Other Names Bastard mackerel, jack mackerel, pike mackerel. 


The wahoo is a long, streamlined fish with a rigid, short, upright tail. A brilliant dark blue 
above and silvery below, the fish is distinguished by 24 to 40 cobalt blue cross bars on the 
body (when alive). The wahoo's jaws are armed with razor-sharp, triangular teeth. It grows 
to more than 60 kg although average catches are around 15 to 18 kg. 

Habitat Wahoo range in offshore waters around the northern half of the continent and 
move south with summer currents; they are even caught as far south as Eden. These fish 
move in small groups, although most catches are of solitary fish. 

How to Catch Wahoo are predominantly taken on trolled lures. They will also take 
trolled garfish and live slimy mackerel. 

Eating Qualities Wahoo are a premium table fish. 


Closely related to the sand whiting, the King George whiting has an elongated body, the 
upper half of which varies in colour from light to dark brown and 1s covered in dark brown 
spots. The fish often has a trout-like appearance. It grows to 68 cm and a weight of 3 kg. 
Habitat King George whiting range around the southern half of the continent, from the 
coasts of Victoria and Tasmania across to Western Australia. A sandy bottom interspersed 
with seagrass beds in shallow water is typical King George whiting territory. 

How to Catch Boat anglers seem to have more success than shore-based fishermen. The 
fish will accept baits of Goolwa cockles, squid, mussels and worms. 

Eating Qualities These fish are very popular in the southern part of the continent. 
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WHITING, SAND  Suitaco citiata 


Other Names Bluenose whiting, summer whiting. 


One of the most popular catches for recreational fishermen. They are thin, silvery fish with 
pale, yellowish fins and forked tails. Very large specimens have a dull, blue-grey tinge to 
the snout. Whiting are bottom dwellers and forage in the sand for food which includes 
shrimps, worms, shellfish and crustaceans. They grow to around 50 cm and 1.2 kg, but are 
usually much smaller. 

Habitat Sand whiting are abundant in coastal and estuarine waters along the eastern coast 
of the continent. They are essentially an inshore fish. They favour shallow water over sand 
flats in estuaries or along the edge of channels and inshore gutters off surf beaches. They are 
most prolific during the hot, summer months. 

How to Catch The best baits are bloodworms, wriggler worms, yabbies and crab pieces. 
Eating Qualities Sand whiting offer very fine, tasty flesh of the highest order. 


WRASSE, HUMP-HEADED MAORI 


CHILINUS UNDULATUS 


Other Names Blue-toothed groper, giant wrasse, double-headed parrotfish, Maori wrasse. 
By far the largest of the wrasses, the hump-headed maori wrasse has a deep, blue-green 
upper body, scales marked with purple and orange and its head is a maze of reddish-orange 
and purple lines. The Maori wrasse grows to more than 45 kg. 

Habitat These fish inhabit northern, tropical reef waters and are common north of the 
Swains Reef in Queensland. Bottom feeders, they eat shellfish and coral detritus. 

How to Catch Almost any bait of cut fish is acceptable, though pieces of crab, shellfish 
and prawns are particularly favoured. Heavy gear and a large hook 1s needed to offset the 
fight of these fish and their line-cutting environment. 

Eating Qualities Maori wrasse are highly regarded as a table fish. 


YELLOWTAIL Tracuurus NovaEzELANDIAE 


Other Names Yakka, scad, bung, chow. 

Prolific and often easy to find, yellowtail are regarded as one of the finest baits in 
Australian waters. Small, hardy fish, yellowtail are greenish-brown above and silvery below. 
They are characterised by bony scutes which extend along the latter part of the lateral line. 
They grow to over 30 cm but most are from 12 to 25 cm. 

Habitat Yellowtail range from southern Queensland around the southern coastline of the 
continent. In estuaries they congregate in shoals around wharves, jetties, piles and 
moorings where berley will bring them on the bite. 

How to Catch Use a light line with fish strips or prawn pieces for bait. 

Eating Qualities Although mostly used as bait, large yellowtail are quite tasty. 
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Most anglers have been puzzled at some time by 


an unfamiliar fish struggling at the end of their line. 


This handy guide gives concise descriptions 


of the most frequently caught fish, explaining 

where they are found and how to catch them. 
The descriptions are arranged alphabetically for 
easy reference, and colour pictures throughout 


make for quick identification. 


Know Your Catch is part of a new series of pocket-sized 
fishing guides from Bay Books; together, these books 
provide a mountain of invaluable knowledge for all 
those who have an interest in fishing, from beginners 
to experienced anglers. These new guides are written 

by experts, and are compact enough to fit easily into a 
tackle bag or pocket for quick reference or simply for 


good reading during those fishing lulls! 


Other titles in the series are Baits and Rigs, 


Top Tackle Tips and Fishing Basics. 
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